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The Catholic Catechism on Freemasonry

Session 3.2 Philosophy of the Second Degree

The second sacrament of Freemasonry is the Fellow Crat Degree through with the initiate is

brought into more light and advances to his qoal of being raised to the sublime degree of Master

Mason.
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The Catholic Catechism on Freemasonry
- Overall Points of Conflict with the 2"° Degree

The Fellow Craft Degree is a continuation of sacramental system of
Freemasonry. In this degree, the initiate, having proved himself
proficient as an Entered Apprenticed is now ‘passed’ to the degree
of Fellow Craft. In this sacrament he receives new working tools, he
Is walked into the middle chamber of King Solomon’s Temple (which
is the Lodge of Master Masons), studies the architecture of the
temple and begins his study in the seven liberal arts and sciences.
He also learns what the G in the center of the square and compass
alludes to.



In Eminenti
apostolatus specula
(The High Walch)

Pope (ement XIl - 1738

“Now it has come to Our ears, and common gossip has
made clear, that certain Societies, Companies, Assemblies,
Meetings, Congregations or Conventicles called in the
popular tongue Liberi Muratori or Francs Massons or by
other names according to the various languages, are
spreading far and wide and daily growing in strength; and
men of any Religion or sect, satisfied with the appearance
of natural virtue, are associated with one another in a
union, according to their laws and the statutes laid down
for them, by a strict and unbreakable bond which obliges
them, both by an oath upon the Holy Bible and by a host
of grave penalties, to an inviolable silence about all that
they do in secret together.”



Humanum Genus
(The HUMan Race)
Pope Leo Xl -
1884

“Now, the masonic sect produces fruits
that are pernicious and of the bitterest
savior. For, from what We have above
most clearly shown, that which is their
ultimate purpose forces it-self into
view - namely, the utter overthrow of
that whole religious and political order
of the world which the Christian
teaching has produced, and the
substitution of a new state of things in
accordance with their ideas, of which
the foundations and laws shall be
drawn from mere naturalism.”




The Catholic Catechism on Freemasonry
- The Three Irreconcilable Conflicts

e |ndifferentism

 Naturalism
e QOaths



The Catholic Catechism on Freemasonry
- The Three Irreconcilable Conflicts

 Non-Guild
* Jurisdictional Variation
» Catholic Objection



The Catholic Catechism on Freemasonry
- The Three Irreconcilable Conflicts

e |ndifferentism

The Catholic Uhurch believes and teaches and that there is no salvation outside of
the Church and, therefore, that the Catholic Church is the fullness of truth. This
belief does not limit bod who saves, but proclaims that Christ and His Church are
bod's qiven path to that qitt of salvation. Therefore, the idea that one religion s as
qood as another, and that all religions are equally valid paths to salvation is

antithetical to what Christ Jesus revealed and to Uatholic soteriology



INDIFFERENTISM. INTHE FC DEGREE




The Catholic Catechism on

Freemasonry

- The Three Irreconcilable Conflicts

 Naturalism

The Catholic Church believes and teaches and t

nat bod is the source of our life an

all that s qood, and that we are on a pilgrimac

e o return to Him. The sacraments,

the signs that Christ Jesus left on earth, order us to the tternal Father through His

grace, and help us to order all that is qood back to Him. Naturalism looks to nature

as the one original and fundamental source of
to explain causes and to order lie back to natu

all that exists and attempts to use it

€.



NATURALISM IN'THE FC DEGREE




The Catholic Catechism on Freemasonry

- The Three Irreconcilable Conflicts

 Qaths

. , (name of candidate), of my own free-wil and accord, in the presence of Almighty God, and this worshipful Lodge, erected to Him, and dedicated to the holy ST5.

JUHN, do hereby and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear that | will always hail, and ever conceal, and never reveal any of the secret arts, parts,
or points of the Fellow Craft Degree to any person whomsoever, except it be to a true and lawful brother of this degree, or in a reqularly constituted Lodge of Fellow
Crafts; nor unto him or them until, by strict trial, due examination, or lawful information, | shal find him, or them, as lawtully entitled to the same as | am myself |
furthermore promise and swear that | will stand to, and abide by, all the laws, rules, and requlations of the Fellow Craft Degree, as far as the same shall come to my
knowledge. Further. | will acknowledge and obey all due signs and summans sent to me from a Lodge of Fellow Crafts, or given me by a brother of that degree, i
within the length of my cable-tow. Further, that | will aid and assist all poor, distressed, worthy Fellow Crafts, knowing them to be such, as far as their necessities may
require, and my ability permit, without any injury to myself Further, that | will not cheat, wrong, nor defraud a brother of this degree, knowingly, nor supplant him in
any of his laudable undertakings. All this | most solemnly promise and swear with a firm and steadfast resolution to perform the same, without any hesitation, menta
reservation, or self-evasion of mind whatever, binding myself under no less penalty than of having my breast torn open my heart plucked out, and placed on the
highest pinnacle of the temple (some say, My heart and vitals taken from thence, and thrown over my left shoulder, and carried into the valley of Jehoshaphat, &c,
&) there to be devoured by the vultures of the air, should | ever knowingly violate the Fellow Craft obligation. S0 help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due
verformance of the same



The Catholic Catechism on Freemasonry

Session 3.3 Philosophy of the Third Degree

The third sacrament of Freemasonry is the Master Mason Degree through with the initiate is

raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason and participates in the death and raising of Hiram

Abit
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